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spheres of medicine, education, social services and economic
development on the part of American institutions such as
the Rockefeller Foundation, the Carnegie Corporation and
the Phelps-Stokes Fund, and to missionaries, business enter-
prises and individuals; and special steps were taken in 1940
and later to inform the United States of these Colonial plans,
It is to be hoped that such co-operation may develop over
an even wider field in the future.
The goal being thus declared, and the means for attaining
it determined and provided, what are the difficulties which
have to be overcome on the way? It is not possible to
indicate here all the problems which await solution in the
Colonial Empire, Apart from those of a general nature which
affect all or most of the territories, individual Colonies have
their own particular problems, some of which have been
noticed in the chapters describing the various countries.
Reference must, however, be made to some of the more
important questions which confront us in the Colonial
sphere generally.
STANDARD OF LIVING
The fundamental problem is the low standard of living
which obtains throughout the Colonial Empire, and with
that is bound up questions of nutrition and health. Stan-
dards of life are of course relative to the community under
consideration, its habits, environment, and the stage of social
and economic development reached. It would obviously be
absurd to apply the same standards to a primitive African
tribe or to South Sea islanders whose wants are few and
easily satisfied as to an industrialized community in Europe.
Nevertheless it remains broadly true that the standards
of living and nutrition are unduly low in most of the
Colonies, and although this was equally true in most cases